August 13, 2020
From the Rector of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Beaumont, Texas:
Good day and God bless you all!
I came across some fascinating statistics that I just
had to share with y’all this week:
In a normal year I preside over about 250 worship
services at St. Stephen’s. So far, in the past five
months alone we have held over 250 worship
services already--on pace to more than double the
usual amount of worship opportunities we offer!
Over the course of this summer we have also seen
an increase in worship attendance--one surprising
and happy side-effect of our online worship has
been that more people have attended worship with us than usual, including worshippers
who were previously unable to attend church or from across the country in places that
do not have Episcopal parishes near them. We have officially extended St. Stephen’s
famous hospitality beyond even the state of Texas!
In a normal year we host about 15-20 fellowship events at St. Stephen’s. In the past five
months we have hosted over 35 fellowship events--almost double the number we
normally offer! I think it is important to note that, despite the hardship of social
distancing, St. Stephen’s has certainly tried to make the most of “turning lemons into
lemonade.”
--All that aside, I wanted to take a moment to bring to your attention some of the things
that we have been hard at work planning at St. Stephen’s.
First, many of you have been asking about what you can do to help the people of Beirut
following the tragedy that has left many thousands without shelter or necessities.
American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem has set up a way you can help
our family and friends in Beirut at https://afedj.org/give/give-online

Next, for everyone who is trying to make sense of a world with Coronavirus and racial
justice at the forefront of our society, please join us for Preaching the Hard Truths of the
Gospel on August 26 and September 2 with The Rev. Rhonda Rogers and The Rev.
Lisa Cressman at https://bit.ly/30VJrfa

As we all try to bridge the divide between political differences and be people of hope
and reconciliation, please join us for Facilitating Gracious and Brave Conversations
Across Our Differences in an Election Year on September 10 and September 17 with
The Rev. Eric Law at https://bit.ly/2DTpUU1

And last but not least, please don’t forget about our work planning for racial justice and
mental health through In Common with the Episcpoal Health Foundation on September
21-23. Please mark your calendars and let us know your plans to join us at
https://forms.gle/aLefPWa5TfrFrSmy5

Please remember you can find all the many way you can join us for worship, fellowship,
and Christian Formation, as well as ways you can offer your help to serve and to be
served at our Website: http://www.ststephensbmt.org
Don’t forget you can reach me by email (sbalke@ststephensbmt.org), telephone
(409-892-4227), schedule an appointment at https://stevenbalke.youcanbook.me, or
drop in Coffee with the Rector at http://www.ststephensbmt.org/buildingfellowship.html
Until I see y’all again, may the blessings of God be upon you now and forever,

The Rev. Steven M. Balke, Jr.

